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Item No: 9 

 
FINGLAS AREA OFFICE REPORT 

 
 
B4b 
In March we engaged the services of Facilitator Catherine Whelan to investigate the level of 
interest in setting up/re-establishing a Finglas Business Association. Following receipt of 
Catherine’s report last month we held an exploratory meeting with some local business 
managers on the 21st May. We agreed that the project is worth pursuing and a follow-up 
meeting, with a larger group of invitees, will be held on the 26th June. A committee will be 
formed if there is a sufficient level of interest in forming an Association.   
To be successful the project needs to be driven by the business community. The Area Office 
will support their work. 
 
Barry Shops 
Some units have opened, with the remainder due to commence later this month. The 
creation of local employment opportunities and increased commercial activities are very 
welcome additions to the community. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Liam Mellows Working Group (WG) 
The WG has met on eleven occasions to date. The most recent meeting was on the 31st 
May. The latest budget projection for the overall 3-Phase project is in excess of €100,000. 
The Liam Mellows Memorial Committee (LMMC) has to date raised €28,500 (inclusive of 
€5,000 from the NWA Discretionary Fund 2018) for Phase 2 of the project. Following a 
lengthy discussion at the latest meeting regarding the budgets and approaches to the 
completion of Phase 2 it was agreed the plinth and plaque and associated landscaping, 
constitute a memorial and that, in this scenario, it was appropriate that the plinth be installed 
before the statue had been commissioned. Accordingly, work will not commence on the 
selection process or commissioning of the statue until the total funding required is in place. 
Notwithstanding WG agreement on how to progress the project unauthorised works have 
commenced on two separate occasions. 
 
Additional costs previously reported include: 

o The five short-listed artists will each be paid a fee of €1,500 by Dublin City Council 
for completing the submission process, including the provision of a maquette. 

o Project Manager fee will be paid by Dublin City Council. 
o Upgrade of the pavement opposite the site on Casement Road and renewed dishing 

on both sides opposite the park was provided for in this year’s Roads Maintenance 
works programme at a cost of €54,000 and recently completed (see photos below): 
 
 

 
 
 

The Liam Mellows Memorial Committee has planned the opening of the memorial garden on 
Casement Road by the Lord Mayor of Dublin at noon on Saturday the 23rd of June.   

 
Finglas /St. Helen’s Merseyside Twinning Project 
The Finglas/St. Helen’s Twinning Working Group has met on three occasions in the Finglas 
Civic Centre. A range of exciting projects have been identified. Following further research 
the projects will be prioritised and we hope to work collaboratively on some of them with St 
Helen’s. A programme of engagement with St Helen’s will be developed later this year. 
 
A group exhibition of artists from across Europe (entitled I Slept Like A Stone), including St 
Helen’s artists, is currently on in the LAB Gallery, Foley Street. There will be a reception in 
the LAB at 5 pm on Friday 22nd June  - more details in Councillors packs. 
 
 
 



River Run 
Residents from Brookville, Clareville and Merville Senior Citizen Complexes will be heading 
to Athlone by luxury coach on the 21st June for a cruise on the Shannon.  
 
 
Community & Social Development 
 
 
Environmental Enhancement Project 
The Community & Social Development Section contacted all the Finglas 
Resident/Environmental groups with a view to providing groups with bedding plants to 
enhance their local area. The plants were distributed on the 16th May to groups that had 
registered their interest. Over thirty residents groups received the plants for the communal 
areas of their roads and estates. 
 

 

        
 

 
 
A musical tour of Richmond Barracks 
As part of Bealtaine, the Finglas Community and Social Development Team organised for 
forty five members of the Finglas Community to attend a musical tour of Richmond Barracks 
“Melodies and Memories tour”. The musical tour tells the history of Richmond Barracks 
through music and stories. Dublin City Council covered the cost of transport, tour and 
refreshments.  
 

 
 
Finglas Fun Day 
The Finglas Family Fun Day will take place on Friday 27th July 12pm-3pm in Farnham Park. 
This is a free event for families to attend. This event is organised by a number of 



organisations working in Finglas: Dublin City Council, Barnardos, Better Finglas, Finglas 
Centre, HSE, Túsla, Dublin North West Area Partnership, local youth organisations and 
community representatives. Dublin City Council is one of the main funders of this event.  
 
Environmental Workshops 
The Community and Social Development section is working with Global Action Plan again 
this summer. “Greening Neighbourhood Projects” will entail a Community Gardener from 
Global Action Plan working on a plan to enhance an area in need of improvements. The area 
that has been chosen to work with Global Action Plan is the St. Helenas Rapid Build estate.  
It is hoped this collaborative project will benefit the area and give them a better 
understanding of sustainable and biodiversity planting for their communal areas and back 
gardens.  
 
An Riasc 
The Community and Social Development Section met with the An Riasc Residents Group. 
The residents committee has been recently set up and they plan to engage in local projects 
in the area over the summer.  
 
Night at the Opera  
Dublin City Council presents Night at the Opera in St Canice’s, Church of Ireland on 
Thursday 28th June. Unfortunately, as this is a ticketed event for crowd control purposes it 
will not be possible to cater for all those wishing to attend. 
 

 
 
 
Volunteer Night:  
To celebrate and acknowledge the role of volunteers in the community, Dublin City Council 
is hosting their biennial Finglas Volunteer night on Wednesday 20th June at 8.00pm in Erin’s 
Isle GAA Club.  
 
 
 
 



Finglas Summer Projects.  
There are 8 summer projects taking place in Finglas this year. Dublin City Council will once 
again provide grant assistance to the projects including cost of insurance, passes to Dublin 
Zoo, coach hire, as well as financial contribution towards the cost of arts and crafts. 
The Finglas community development team will continue to work closely with summer project 
committees and Crosscare in organising their programme of activities. 
Groups taken part in North West Area Summer Projects 2018 are Finglas West, St Joseph’s 
and St. Kevin’s, Erin’s Isle, The Den, Scoil Chiarain, Griffith Youth Club, Rivermount and 
Finglas Travellers. 
 
Berklee/DCU Groove School 
The Berklee/DCU Groove School will take place over 3 days in August. The Boston music 
school gives young people to opportunity to work with professional music teachers and 
enhance their musical skills. Participants, on completing the programme, will perform in the 
Helix. 
The Area Office, through our engagement with DCU, has secured places for a number of 
young people from the Finglas area to participate in the programme. 
 
Street Feast 2018 
Street Feast 2018 took place on Sunday 10th June in twelve different locations in the Finglas 
area. The basic idea behind Street Feast is for neighbours to spend a couple of hours 
enjoying a meal and getting to know one another. Street Feast is a popular event and is 
supported by Dublin City Council.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_____________________ 
Aidan Maher 
Assistant Area Manager 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


